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Abstract:  Delay Tolerant Networks (DTNs) refer to a wide range of challenged networks where 
network partitioning is frequent and delay can be tolerated. Examples of DTNs include deep-space 
satellite networks, military ad hoc networks in battlefield, sensor networks with energy constraint, and 
nomadic community networks. The DTNs are very different from the traditional Internet where the 
latter has some well-known assumptions: continuous network connectivity, reasonably low 
propagation delay, and reliable packet transmission. In consequence, the existing protocols will not 
be able to handle the data communication in DTNs. New protocols and algorithms need to be 
developed. In this presentation, we provide an overview of the current state of the art of DTNs, 
including the challenges and applications of DTNs, and proposed solutions for different types of 
DTNs. Open research issues in this area will be pointed out as well. 
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